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L'Ennui: etude psychologique. E. Tardieu. Second edition. Paris: F. 

Alean. 1913. Pp. ii -f 284. 

This book, now in its second edition, deals with a mental state which 
may be considered a border-line condition between the normal and the ab- 
normal. Ennui may not be well defined, but is described as " the equiva- 
lent of repose " and " the condition for work." All occasions and times 
give rise to ennui. A business or occupation is a detestable servitude and 
is described as an " enuui en permanence," but some professions, e. g., 
journalism, politics, acting, art, literature, are less so than others, because 
in them there is constant change. The work is cleverly written, and 
throughout there are numerous wise or cynical or satirical (the interpre- 
tation probably depending upon the reader's mood) aphorisms, such as that 
regarding business quoted above and the following : " s'ennuer a deux, tel 
est I'ideal conjugal," and " I'ennui est le demon de la femme." Although 
a chapter is devoted to the consideration of remedies, it is apparent that 
few can ever follow out the suggested treatment and become normal. Al- 
though not strictly scientific, its cleverness makes it well worth reading, 
for it is as entertaining as many recent novels. If a book of this character 
mirrors the author's mental state, there is sufficient in it to warrant the 
belief that he is a combination of misanthrope, philosopher, and humorist. 

Shepherd Ivory Franz. 
Government Hospital for the Insane, 
Washington, D. C. 



JOURNALS AND NEW BOOKS 

REVUE PHILOSOPHIQUE. February, 1913. Les defenses psy- 
chiques (pp. 113-134) : Dr. I. Ioteyko. - This, a first article, is a study of 
pain starting out from the esthophylaetie principle established by Sergi. 
Origine des images symboliques (pp. 135-155) : E. Brenier. - From the 
author's point of view, the image is the fixed element and the concept, the 
variable element. In the conflict between beliefs and realities, " the sym- 
bolic image is nothing but the most economical solution possible of this 
conflict and the return to equilibrium." La valeur du pragmatisme (pp. 
156-183) : H. Robet. - " The originality of pragmatism is in having . . . 
subordinated the true and the real to the useful, in having made of value 
and of the good the keystone of epistemology, and in having placed in mo- 
rality the foundations of metaphysics itself. . . . But a radical pragmatism 
is only possible on condition that one accepts by blind instinct the supreme 
ends of human life," and this is its great weakness. Analyses et comptes 
rendus. De Roberty, Leu concepts de la raison et les his de Vunivers: 
G. H. Luquet. J. M. Baldwin, Thought and Things, Vol. III.: A. La- 
lande. Dr. E. Lask, Die Lehre vom Urteil: G. H. Luquet. Dr. M. Mon- 
tessori, Le case del bambini: L. Dugas. H. Dussauze, Les regies esthe- 
tiques et les lois du sentiment: C. Lalo. E. Landry, La theorie du rhythme 
et le rhythme du francais declame: L. M. E. Vendeen, Principes du beau: 
A. Joussin. C. Bellange, Spinoza et la philosophic moderne: R. Berrod. 
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G. Fuller, The problem of evil in Plotinus: C. Hurr. Revue des period- 
iques. 

McComas, Henry C. The Psychology of Eeligious Sects. New York; 
Fleming H. Eevell Company. 1912. Pp. 235. 

Major, David B. The Elements of Psychology. Columbus, O.: B. G. 
Adams and Company. 1913. Pp. xiii + 411. 

Miller, E. Morris. Kant's Doctrine of Freedom. London : George Bobert- 
son and Company. 1913. Pp. xv + 184. 3s. 6d. 



NOTES AND NEWS 



The Revue de Metaphysique et de Morale comments as follows on the 
death of George Eodier at the age of forty-nine years. 

" The premature death of George Eodier is a loss which will be keenly 
felt by all French students of ancient philosophy, by all who knew him and 
could appreciate his upright, straightforward character and the extent of 
his devotion to his friends, and, finally, by all those who saw with what 
extraordinary courage, in view of the cloud which darkened his life and 
which he strove to forget in his work, he bore the anxiety and suffering 
of his last years. As a student, at the Faculte des Lettres at Bordeaux, 
of Messieurs Espinas and O. Hamelin, he received from the instruction 
of the latter a stimulus which determined the philosophical trend of his 
whole life. One of his theses presented for the doctorate at the Sorbonne 
in 1891 dealt with La physique de Straton de Lampsaque, while the second, 
De vi propria syllogismi was a most remarkable piece of work which he 
afterwards translated into French and published in I'Annee Philosophique 
for 1908. His peculiar ability as an historian of Greek philosophy became 
strikingly apparent in 1900 when he published Aristotle's Traite de Vame, 
with a translation and commentary. Profound erudition, clear and pene- 
trating exegesis applied to the most difficult and obscure portions of the 
original text, prudence and caution in its criticism and interpretation, and 
an intellectual honesty throughout are the indisputable merits of this 
important work. 

" After teaching at Eochefort and Tarbes, Eodier was given a professor- 
ship at the FacultSs des Lettres of Toulouse and Bordeaux, and, finally, 
in 1894 he was appointed to the chair left vacant by Victor Brochard at 
the Sorbonne. His works and the reputation which his teaching at Bor- 
deaux had gained for him determined his appointment by the Faculte, an 
appointment seconded by the often expressed wish of Brochard. 

" Besides his aforementioned works, Eodier wrote many important 
articles for various magazines: La composition de la physique d'Aristote; 
Les mathematiques et la dialectique dans le systeme de Platon; Sur une 
des origines de la philosophie de Leibniz; La coherence de la morale 
sao'icienne; L' evolution de la dialectique de Platon; Remarques sur le 
Philebe, trois articles de la Revue des Etudes anciennes; Une revue 
generale de philosophie ancienne." 



